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ROUND TOWER AT ROSCRJEA. 



ROUND TOWER AT ROSCREA 
This tower is eighty feet high, and fifteen feet in diame- 
ter, with two steps round it at the bottom. At fifteen feet 
from the bottom is a window, with a regular arch, and at 
an equal height is another window with a pointed arch. 
If this latter is not a more recent addition, which it proba- 
bly is not, it certainly reduces the date of this tower to 
the twelfth century, which is rather earlier than the time 
allowed for the use of this arch. 

Anciently a great annual fair was held here on the fes- 
tival of St. Peter and St. Paul, for fourteen days. The 
Danes, in the year 942, formed a design to surprise and 
pillage the merchants assembled here; but they were de- 
feated, with the loss of Olfinn their commander, and four 
thousand men slain. When the English arrived in this 
isle, they soon extended their power into Munster; and 
as they proceeded, secured themselves by strong castles 
and garrisons. After some contests with Mortogh, king of 
North Munster, they obtained Roscrea; and in 1215, 
founded a strong castle in it, as a barrier against the at- 
tempts of the natives on that side. This ancient fortress 
IS at present in a good state of preservation, and no small 
ornament to the town, as is seen in the back ground of 
this view. A. 



THE WAKE. 

The period at which we commence our sketch, was one 
when a spirit of insubordination and resistance to the autho- 
rities began to manifest itself all through Ireland, but 
more particularly in the southern parts. There outrage 
was followed by outrage j some were even committed in 
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the broad day ; and any one who was considered to diiFer 
in opinion with the midnight legislators, was sure of a hos- 
tile visit. The peasantry doggedly resisted every descrip- 
tion of impost or taxes, but more particularly tithe ; and 
large parties, headed by some leader, scoured the country 
round each night, taking up arms, and swearing the terri- 
fied inhabitants against paying any government demands, 
particularly that one set apart for the use of the clergy^ 
If any individual dared to disobey this command, a notice 
signed " Captin Moonshine," or ** Captin Cardher," or 
some other fantastical appellation, was sure to be found 
nailed to his door; and if he did not comply with its order 
of departure from his house and lands, he was generally 
either mutilated, or forced by nightly visits eventually to 
leave the country. Such was the state of the south at 
this period, that although government had sent down 
troops to suppress all outrage, the same practices were still 
carried on ; and such was the daring ingenuity of the dis- 
turbers, that they had almost entirely escaped detection. 

On a bright and sunny day in June, large bodies of the 
peasantry were observed collecting in different parties on 

the heights surrounding the little town of W . They 

all seemed incited by some common purpose, and as they 
met, exchanged salutations, if not altogether silent, at 
least only consisting of a muttered ** God save you," or 
"good morra." The majority of the multitude was com- 
posed of strong, able-bodied men, whose bent brows, ancl 
frowning features, had something very fearful in appear- 
ance, and yet there were women, and even children too, 
amongst them, each evidently accompanying a father or a 
husband. By degrees they continued to advance, till ac 
length they a'bsembled in considerable numbers at the mar* 
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ket-place^.«nd thronged up all th^ avenues surrounding 
the town^; There they stood ih Httte knl^ts together, #Dnh 
TerstDg iiil whisperi, and keenly i|raCchh)g the proce^tn^ 
of a military party, who occupied the centre round Whira 
they had collected. This last named body consisted of 
thirty mounted dragoons and a young officer, who Were 
guarding about eleven or twelve fiead of cattle seized the 
day before for non-payment of tithe. They had collected 
there for the purpose of setting them up at auction, and 
were somewhat disturbed by the appearance of the multitude, 
who evidently 4t»d «s9e#HbJed for no friendly purpose. It 
was astrain^ anduirauiali^l^tra that little town ; the armed 
trooperSyWftfl then* f>roud and pawing war horses, eyeing 
with li^tirth fi|^j>earatW5e of hatred and distrust the sullen, 
dark bodyof men before tttem, and the Ido^ly clad, athletic- 
limbed pes^alntry, gi^dt^iiHy fvicreasing In number, their sU 
]encerebemt3lilig«i deejp Volcano, ready to ^«m )Tito fury and 
destritctTon, Tit de«5>, Indistinct bu« of vowses, the low* 
jng blfj^e eattte, the «norUi^ of the tro^jere' horses, attd 
the ^tdftging of thm arms and aceontmnefits, that glit- 
tered in the n6<yflday suu^ had a bustling ai^ irtaitild «<Hitod, 
quite Strang to the peaceable inhahlM^ ^ til«i tbWlK 
77tey miglit b«i seen mingling amongst tfaen^ ittd %ift«^ti% 
their movements with deep and fearful interel^ 

C6w after cow was set up, and yet there ttpptteted W> 
bidder; and at each failure the multitude neii^t them 
set vp a wild shout of derision, which was echo«fd by thek 
companions in the rear, while the muttered eutiKSS of th* 
troopers, and the impatient manner in which they diedced 
the <jurvetting of their steeds, spoke of feelings and pas- 
sions tirtth dif&culty restraint. At this period, a figure 
slowly moved from behind ^e mounted party, and ad- 
vanced to their ff6nt. He ^iws clftd in a loose coat of 
blue Iriejee, cfj^ti at the brearst, cordixroy breeches, and 
\roo&en slxyckings { his bat was pulled deeply on fais brow, 
and IKb kem^ suspidoi^s eyes ^anced* round about, with 
babicbid e«iitfO»A, 4Ahi|jl«d with not a littie fear. As sooa 
as he Sww pe*t«ved, t^ whole multitude seetned as if 
actuated but W one impulse ^ they drew doser to the dra- 
gooi«ft,fi^Bpedtbefr sticks iirmty fn theh- hands, and set 
up a rdift" 'c^ batfed aiid inve«ive absolutely frf^tfnl from 
its ^11^ bfttewiess, OcGa^ionall]^, too, cur^s loud «vd 
deep were beaind above even ^liteir w^d^ t^tits, sfutb la 
** Bdd foock altind the ftnur^ierii% wocAlior"— ** Od^^ titi 
thousand curses desclrid oh you, DTnlS fc^'*.^'^' Wiifn' 
an' dhrinkin*, sieepin* an' wakin', no pace to the Vile ft(i. 
former," &c, &c, which he heard with a slight shudder, 
and a deeper frowning of his shaggy eyfe-brow. 

After a little, another tow was brought forward, but the 
voice of the setter ixp could not be heard, so l<ittd had the 
murmured curses of the multitude continued. However, 
he that they had dubbed Dinis Kelly bid for it,aiTKl it was 
knocked dowii to him at a iew shillings. As he b^an to 
drive it fl'om th« place where it was standing, a 'shower of 
execration's was poured upon bim from the ^owd, and a 
few large sJtones were flung by the hincter party, one of 
which felled him to the earth, and another of which struck 
the young officer commanding the detadiment. The troop 
immediately formed into order, fachig the large, dark mass. 
of hunwfl beings, whOse demon shouts, and terrible curses, 
stiH made fearful uproar, while the trembKng proctor, with 
Ws head streaming with bk>od, conceiving from this move^ 
TBcrA that they were about to desert him, in abject accents 
jitifkyr^ them to stay. Their leader having consulted for 
a momfefit or two with a grey-headed serjeant, the second 
in comlBand^ walked his horse slowlj to their threatening 
front, and desired them to disperse in quiet ; upon wMch 
the mass opposite to where he stood opened a little, and 
an ibdividual advanced from their uneven ranks, and stood 
grasping a biat^tbom stick within about three yards of 
the yoathful t*ommandant. He was a fine specimen of 
the bold and hardy peasant— his frame was firmly and re- 
gularly moulded, and the flashing of his proud e}'e told of 
a spirit that quailed not at the fear of man. 

*• BassenagS," he began, ** yoo ordher us to disparse m 
qoie^ an' it aint the fear ov your swords or pistols ill 
make os obey, bud as we mane no barum to you or yours, 
iv ytHi surrittdhur to our ka^m* that thrimblin' thraitor, 
Blftis Kelly, weTH ^aparate atboot fkn^ annoyin' or in* 
tbern^in' you/' 



Here a loud cheer from bis companibns told that he had 
spoken tbeir sentiments; and the bdngof whom hpispoke, 
on hearing his demand, lis|eae^ w itb an intense ^eriiess, 
as if his welfare ia- this w6rU imd the next depenided on 
the answer. 

** Denis Kelly;' answered the officer, ** is here under 
my protection, and I dare not disobey my orders by de- 
serting him. But, whether or no, I would not give him up 
to men seemingly thirsting for his blood. Again I desire 
you to disperse quietly — we are well armed, and can en- 
force obedience.** 

A low scof&ng sound proceeded frdf^ tfte dai4c body, 
as their leader answered — "Agin I tell you, we don't 
dhread yer power, nor fear yer shinin* arms | bud wt mUst 
get a grip ov the thievin* procthor that's shiv%rin* an* 
shakin' there forenint us — as unasy as a bin on a hot 
gridle." 

A low laugb passing through the crowd testified their 
enjoyment of his simUe^ and he continued in the same 
sneering tone — 

** Just sind him acrass to us as we wish, an* wcil Birou- 
bie you wid no more ov our company. Don*t you see 
how aiger we are to welcum him, an' the omedkitiim, not 
knowin' his own intherest, thryin* to avoid us.'* 

•• One word for all," was the reply, " while Uft lasts, I 
will never disobey my commander's orders ; so i)ems Kelly 
is, and will be, safe from your, I fear, murderous desigas." 

•* Gintly, agra !" interrupted the peasant, still preserving 
his sneeriag manner, '* you misundherstand us a thride. 
We don't mane to take his life, the coward 1 bud jist merely 
to lave our mark on him by way of tachein' him to behave 
betther for the future. Jist to sthrip him ov a taste ov 
his ugly nose or ears j bud by no manner ov manes to de- 
sthroy his beauty out and out, Wbicb takin* bis li<e might 
chance to do* So don t yoa stan* fn our W4y^ «tt' it 'ill 
be a great improvemint to bim UrtiTieiy,*' 

«* YW- insolent inanner sbatt uot sway ih^"*' vfW the 
rapid answer : ** while I «aii "^iMd ft tw^4 ^ n<Bver ^all 
be in your power." 

** Then sorra a fut yeli tav^ ^h till we sai«e him, an' 
no tbaft1» to ye," impetuoosly etdaimed Uli^ spokesman, 
tblrowing oir a^ reserve ; fSpufn wbidi the blood rushed in 
a tumult to theyming oilcer's dieek, a^ exclaiming, ** in- 
S(^ent scoundt^l, dare you tbrvaten ?" be made his borse 
spring ^c>rwtt^ to <>verti»na^speilcif!r; b«t b«, bounding 
li^tly aside, with one blow of his cudgel, given with light- 
ning-like celerity, sent the uplifted sword many feet into 
the air, and retreated again to his party, while their shouts 
of exultation and defiance, seemed to rend the very skies. 
The wbote mbatited party npon tfiis advaad^, and the 
peasantry did ^lot move ati inch, trtfit the sbouting ceased, 
and tbey remaiued itnsfrften sflerr^re as if awaiting au at- 
tack. The offlteK ^'h6 had again recovered bis sword, 
made a second etfbrt td tnovfe th* mob to obedience, but 
without effect; and «5 thrdr twenferfrtg appearance was in- 
creasing every instant, he gave orders to bis own men to 
form a square with the proctor ih the centre, and they 
slowly retrograded fronli fhehr mnnerous opponents. For 
every inch of ground they *rroved away, tbe whole multi- 
tude regurarjy advatft^ed ahdthier^ and as tbey left the 
town, and cattie lipoh tbe bigh road, they percetved that 
the fields ort cacb Side were filled wHh men, advancing as 
if to impede their progress. The dangers of the handful 
of troops seemed momentarily to increase; and the occa- 
sional shouts of the multitude sent a chill to their very 
hearts. As to the being they protected, he seemed almost 
paralysed with fear, and at every wild cry he shuddered, 
as if he beard his death knell. Ilis feelings were easily 
seen from the wistful glances that he cast from side to 
side, and the loolt of ill-suppressed agony, with which he 
viewed the rudely chiselled stone that told of their being 
many miles from succour. At length they arrived at aj>!*rt 
of the road which was deep and narrow, bf sides hemg 
flanked by a hiph wall on one side, and a tiiick liediic at 
tbe other. There the first symptoms of an attack began 
to manliest themselves, as a huge shower of stones, and 
other missiles, descended on the troopers from each sjde 
of the road, while loud cries of **give up the thraitor'*--- 
"Tum out the black proctlior,** &c. were heard above the 
loud hurroo with which the shower of mifiil«s wai accow* 
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pained. The escort suddenly stopped, unslung their car- 
bines, and faced round to the crowd; whea their officer 
again advanced a little, and desired, nay entreated them 
to retire. ^ The same individual that had before held par- 
ley with him, who seemed their principal, if not their only 
leader, also advanced a little in front of his patty, and 
niade answer, 

" Let us take Dinis Kelly, an' thrate him as we plase, 
an* thin we'll retire athoLit molestin* you," 

*' You have already heard my sentiments on that point/* i 
was the determined answer, " he never shall be surren- 
dered Lip/^ 

" We tould you vi^e diun t intind takin* his life, bud only 
a bit ov him, jist by the way ov a thriflin* keepsake/' again 
quietly observed the peasant; "an' it *ill be betther for 
you not to attiuipt to stop us, so take the thing asy, an* 
hand him over here/' 

*' i perceive you are determined on violence/' said the 
officer, retiring to the front of his own party, "and now 
desire you to depart for the last time, or I will order my 
xnen to fire/* 

A shower of stones more violent than the former one, 
was the iinswer to this last remark ; and he gave the word 
of '* ready" and ** present,*' in a cool, unshaken tone of 
voice. Kre the last, fatal word passed his lips, he looked 
once more towards the crowd, and they all were stationary, 
seemingly wavering a little whether to advance or not, till 
the same voice that had spoken their sentiments shouted— 
** Hurroo, boys, give the bloody sodgers another volley/' 
and then another rush ol' stones ilew like hail amongst the 
troopers. He hesitated no longer, but gave the word, 
** fire." There was a loud report, a bright flash, and three 
of the foremost of the assailants, fell desperately wounded ; 
while their former spokesman, who headed them, suddenly 
stopped in his career, clenched his outstretched hands, 
with convulsive violence, and fell to the earth, his heart's 
blood gushing from the wound. 

The vaunting crowd were actually paralysed with sur- 
prise. They thronged round the body of their leader, and 
of the three other wounded, and gazed upon them with a 
kind of stupid stare. Some hastily retreated — 'Others, but 
they were very few, piade a movement as if for revenge : 
but the majority felt ail their evil passions as if suddenly 
quelled by some unseen jpower, and with deep and bitter 
grief surrounded the body of their leader— lately exulting 
in the consciousness of strength, now a lifeless mass, cold, 
still, and feelingless 1 After some slight interruption, and 
a couple of harmless voUies, the soldiers were suiiered to 
depart ; and the younger and more hot-headed, who had 
followed them for the purpose of revenge, returned to 
their companions, crest-fallen and *jilent. There was a 
litter of boughs hastily constrticted for the wounded, and 
another for the dead, and in £i few n:iinutes more the en- 
tire group had departed. The calm sun still shone with 
iincipuded beauty. A.lt was peace below, and there was 
110 mark, save fi small pool of black blood, to tell that a 
human being had been writhing there in the last dreadful 
agonies of departing life---the keen and fejirful thro^ with 
Which the spirit leaves its tenement of clay I 

It was the interior of a large barn, that stood within 
a few miles of the spot where the sanguinary Occurrence 
we have just related took place. Groups of men and wo- 
wen m% in diHereut companies around the walis, which 
bad been originally whitewashed, but time, the destroyer ! 
had then given them a dingy appearance, which suited 
well with the gloomy aspect of the place. The light 
at the upper end was exceedingly brilliant, but the lower 
came under the expressive denomination of *' darkness vi- 
sible;" and the effect of the entire was very fine — one half 
uf the figures distinctly seen/ and the other sitting in the 
deep shade, save when now and then a pale ray of moon- 
light streaming through the open door, lit up their rugged 
features. It was a scene only to be met >vith iri our na- 
tive land — a genuine Irish wake ! At the upper end of 
the barn, supported on a low and hastily constructed frame, 
lay the body, "dacintl'y dbressed wid clane linen/' and 
already placed in the coffin. The features were strpngly 
marked mdi regular, bearing no trace of agony or torture j 
but ; they looked doubly pai^froniv the brj|ht glaro of 
ty^t^lv0cmM^ placed at regiikr di^tsnce^^ '^ix q» each 



side. The lid was laid athwart th«? coffin so as to form 
the appearance of a cross, and on a bright plate in its 
centre was rudely engraven^ ** Bryan Murphy, aged 27"-™- 
he was the leader of the peasants, whose melancholy deadi 
we have before spoken of. On the lid were several sau- 
cers, containing pipes, tobacco, and snuff, which as soon as 
einptied were regularly replenished ; and thsit was pretty 
often, as at a wake every peasant takes care to fill his 
horn snutl-box and tobacco pouch, they being luxuries he 
does not meet with every day. Tliere were four or five 
aged females sitting about the coffin, conversing in low 
tones, and sometimes giving utterance to a deep, meiau- 
choly, and by no means unmusical wail, as the merits of 
the deceased chanced to come under discussion. They 
were the keeners, but were not then enj ployed in their 
vocation, as they were talking of the circumstunces under 
which Bryan had met his death, and hiizarding various 
conjectures as to whether it would be revenged, Larj^e 
jugs of punch, composed of the *M'aal stutf/* that "niver 
grew wake at the sight ov a murdherinv ganger," were ac- 
casionally handed round by the more youthful of the 
party; and many ?i comely ** boy," and black-eyed ^* cot 
leen,'* was sitting apart from the group, and *^coortla 
away quite cozily/* Their parents, in the me^n tinje, 
perhaps, were pledging each other to the happiness of 
theyoung folk— that is, when no obstacle intervened, ^nd 
when the boy, besides being "clane an' likely,'* was steady 
and industrious, while the colleen, " havin' got the dacint 
rarin* an' broughtin' up, an' the idication," in addition to 
it was careful and thrifty, besides *' bavin' a thrive m 
gookf' to purchase a cow or pig. The occasional excla^ 
mation of *' Arrah, Jim, be asy 1" uttered half pettishly, 
half in good-humour, whenever it reached the ear of the 
aforesaid parents, caused a smile to pass over their quiet 
features ; and the feeling that prompted that smile, ottea 
stealing to their hearts, reminded them of their own young 
days, to which era they looked back with pride, and a 
something Mke regret. About the centre of the barn, on 
an elevated seat, was Murdock, the blind piper, and near 
him almost all the youthful of both sexes were posted. 
They were busily engaged in supplying him with punchy 
knowing from experience that when a trifle elevated he 
played with double vigour j and sure enongh, halving 
drank as much as would float a small navy, he seized his 
pipes, and after one or two discprdant syniphonieii/ began 
"the wind that shakes the barley" A tight-tiaibed boy 
imniediately bounded forward, half leading, iialf dragging 
a cherry-cheeked and seenfmglyrelMCtarit girl; arid theu 
with a kind of introductpry or aniniating whoop, began 
'* tatterin' away fur the bare lile," ijis partner, the mo- 
ment she "felt the boord md^^m her/* lust fill affecta- 
tion of modesty, ond ^* welted the flnre'* wk(i as much 
rapidity of mption, and predsion, as if her life depended 
on keeping time. Then the shouts of '* hurroo, the little 
darlia"'*— ** maybe she doesn't thrusli it id style"--'* throth, 
she'll tire you"— the laughter and the good-huuioured 
taunts occasionally interchanged— made it appear one 
merry-making scene, and as if such a thing as grief were 
not in the world. But by degrees the shouts grew less 
and less frequent, the laughter less Ipud j and when the 
cessation of the music told that the dance had ended, efich 
swain led his drooping partner to ^ se^t. The reniarkspf 
the elder party as they passed them by, w^ve in this st#u 
™« Deuce take the boy in the couothry ac|uil to hiin^^^^^^ 
how"—-*' Jist obsarve the pnrty crathur athout the sigh of 
hate on her, an' she afther tirin* down a pair ov them-* 
musha, good loock attind her !"— while a thought of what 
they formerly had accomplished tiiemseives, gave their 
faces a placid serene expresi'ion. , 

The bustle and the laughter grew more and niore ppi3^ 
teroug as the potteen began to be profusely distrifjUJed^ tfli 
suddenly every sound of merriment ceased,; and every eye 
was fixed intently on a figure that stood for a^O|«ei>t at 
the opened door/with themoonlighJ: streaming |nli on hp 
white dress, and then slowly. OTQf^cbed the coffin, speak- 
in 't not as' she passed alpng. It was Bllen Murphy, the 
w& of the d^cefisedi who wfieii her iuishand was brouglit 
home, all pale and,bl09dy, seemed as if she had received^ 
death-stroke-^she.did not utter a smgle exchimation--aid 
»p^j?h!ed^^%leiig^JV l)at pm ter^teaking §pi) burst 
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from her* quivering lips, and she fell into the arms of her 
brother, senseless and seemingly without life. She had re- 
mained in that state during the two days that, according 
to custom, they kept the body, the slightest breathing alone 
telling that she yet lived ; and the reader may judge of the 
surprise of all at seeing her entering the barn. Her at- 
tendant had stolen to take a ** peep at the fun," and at 
that precise moment awaking from her stupor, every thing 
was revealed to her at one instanfs thought, so rising from 
her bed, she hastily huddled on some loose clothing, and 
appeared as we have described. 

Her head was bending over the pale fixed features of 
her husband, and her long coal-black hair, which was 
dishevelled and unbound, floated along the white drapery 
that shrouded the body of the dead, A thick choking sob, 
with a low wail of bitter grief, occasionally burst from her 
Jips, and at length rising her head, she flung back her dark 
hair and revealed her pale and marble features, agonized 
and full of deep distress : then she began a wild chaunt or 
keening in her native tongue, her body swaying to and fro 
** like a reed shaken by the wind," as if in harmony with 
her song of grief. The conclusion of each sentence was 
caught up by the keeners on each side, and prolonged 
with a deep and melancholy cadence. It ran as follows — 

** Oh I husband of my heart ! you have left me now in 
sorrow — I mourn beside thy cold form." — " My heart is 
breaking — it will soon cease to beat, and Til be laid low." 
^— " Beside my love I'll rest ere long, and the green grass 
will grow above my head.'* — " Strong was your arm in the 
iaght, and yet your heart was soft — you would not harm a 



child." — " Proud was I once to be your choice, but no>v 
you are cold and dead, ullah T* — ** 111 never see thy smib 
again, to warm me like the summer noon-day sun." — 
" Your little child will cry out * Father,' but you will not 
be there to stop his mouth with kisses." — ** You have 
gone from me for ever, I care not for life, since you have 
ceased to live." — " Oh ! husband of my soul ! would I 
were laid beside thee, with the cold cold earth for my pil- 
low." — " Oh J pulse of my heart I I will not live to^ see 
thy name forgotten : we will rest in the same deep silent 
grave, ullah." 

There was something irresistibly touching in her over- 
whelming grief, and in the deep pathos of her melancholy 
chant, that gradually became lower and lower, till at 
length, with one wild, prolonged, quivering wail from the 
keeners, it entirely died away, and all again was silence. 
Then after a little commenced the buzz of voices, and at 
intervals the merry laugh — for such is the mercurial nature 
of the Irish feelings, that sadness rests on them but for a 
season. But the dance was not again resumed, neither 
was the bustle so loud as before, as "it wouldn't be dacent 
afore the widow." She — poor bereaved one ! sat like a 
statue, unmindful of all around her — life, passion, and 
feeling all concentred in one wistful gaze upon the features 
of the silent dead : he was her all, and without him she 
felt that she was alone in the wide world — alone and in 



misery 



Bryan Murphy was decently interred on the following 
' day, and his afflicted widow survived him but a very few 
months. Osvah, 




MARKET PLACE OF ATHLONE 



Athlone is a considerable town, situated about seventy 
2niles north by west from Dublin. It has been rendered 
rather an important station as commanding the passage of 
the Shannon, on which it is situated, and by means of 
which it communicates with the Grand Canal. It is partly 
in the county of Westmeath, and province of Leinster, 
and partly in the county of Roscommon, and province of 
Connaught; the divisions made by the Shannon, being 
united by a well-built bridge. The place was formerly 
xich in anticjuities : but they were nearly all destroyed 
during the civil wars ; the castle still remains, defended 
by numerous guns. We are informed by Archdall, that 



an Abbey was founded here for Cistertian monks, under 
the invocation of St. Peter. Other writers give the dedi- 
cation to St. Benedict, and say it was founded for monks 
of his order. In a table of the procurations of the church 
of Elphin, this is called the Monastery de lunocentia. 
In that part called the English Town, situate on the east 
coast of the Shannon, a monastery was founded for Con< 
ventual Franciscans by Cathal, or Charles Croibh Dearg 
O'Connor, Prince of Connaught, who, not living to finish 
the building, it was completed by Sir Henry Dillon. The 
country round Athlone is flat, and has few natural beau- 
ties to recommend it. 



